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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, September 12, 2005, at 12 noon.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, the
source of power and might, You are a
stronghold in times of trouble, so
today, we pray for Your strength.

Strengthen our faith so that we will
trust You in our seasons of joy and sad-
ness. Strengthen our will so that we
will choose the harder right and resist
the easy wrong. Strengthen our deci-
sions so that we will not vacillate when
commitment is needed. Strengthen our
affection so that we will learn to love
You as You have first loved wus.
Strengthen our Senators for today’s
challenges and opportunities. Keep
them in good health and give them pa-
tience and cheerful endurance.
Strengthen us all to believe that Your
purposes will ultimately prevail.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

Senate

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2005

MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR
SCIENCE, THE DEPARTMENTS OF
STATE, JUSTICE, AND COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2862, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2862) making appropriations
for Science, the Departments of State, Jus-
tice, and Commerce, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes.

Pending:

Lincoln amendment No. 16562, to provide for
temporary Medicaid disaster relief for sur-
vivors of Hurricane Katrina.

Harkin amendment No. 1659, to increase
the appropriation for nationwide legal serv-
ices field programs and to provide additional
funds to programs providing legal services to
the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Dayton amendment No. 1654, to increase
funding for Justice Assistance Grants.

Biden amendment No. 1661, to provide
emergency funding for victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

Sarbanes amendment No. 1662, to assist the
victims of Hurricane Katrina with finding
new housing.

Dorgan amendment No. 1665, to prohibit
weakening any law that provides safeguards
from unfair foreign trade practices.

Sununu amendment No. 1669, to increase
funding for the State Criminal Alien Assist-
ance Program, the Southwest Border Pros-
ecutors Initiative, and transitional housing
for women subjected to domestic violence.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The

majority leader is recognized.
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today we

are resuming consideration of the Com-

merce-Science-Justice appropriations
bill. Last night, we reached agreement
to limit amendments to that bill. That
agreement will allow us to finish this
appropriations bill early next week. We
are here today to give Senators the op-
portunity to offer amendments from
that list. They will also have that op-
portunity on Monday. We will not vote
on amendments during today’s session,
but we are prepared to debate addi-
tional amendments and schedule those
votes for next week.

Last night, we scheduled our first
vote on Monday, and that will occur at
6:30 Monday evening. It will be on the
motion to proceed to the resolution of
disapproval regarding the regulations
relating to mercury.

As everyone is aware, the Judiciary
Committee will begin its hearings on
the nomination of Judge Roberts. I will
be working with the Democratic leader
to schedule floor votes around those
hearings to provide the least amount of
disruption of those proceedings. That
means most of the voting will occur at
the lunch hour or around midday and
then later in the evening.

Throughout this time, we will con-
tinue to focus our efforts on legislation
related to the effects of Katrina. Yes-
terday, as my colleagues Kknow, we
acted very quickly on emergency court
legislation so that those Federal courts
could continue operations appro-
priately. As I have stated again and
again, we will remain committed to re-
spond and act expeditiously on any
matter that can be cleared and that
will assist in our recovery efforts in
those affected States.
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